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'Chapter 6 |~ PQZIA. MIA EKKAHZIA YNOTATMENHY
Movohoyog
RUSSIA. A SUBMISSIVE CHURCH =
An6 to Opog to Aylo Kat to ayamnuévo, Bpednka otn Pwoia. Aev
MOHOIOgue ATav ota oxédla pou, Sev o emtbupoloa. Aydmnoa OUwE TV

anootoAr pou ylati aydnnoa tnv unakon. Kat n unakon pe
avtdpeupe. BpéBnka kovtd og Aad EUNOYNUEVO, UE HEYAAN
JFrom my beloved Holy Mountain, | found myself in Russia. It was not in my plan, | did not, eualeBnoia, BpnokeuTkd A0 Kat TveUpa doeviag. ‘HpBav
OTLYMEG TIOU 0 AadG QUTOG He Ttikpave TTOAU. Ma LOALG thyava va
AMEATULOTW, HOoU GAVEPWVE TPOOWITO TAEivwong KaL aydmng.

want it. But | loved my mission because | loved my obedience. And that obedience rewarded
. | found myself close to_a people blessed, with great sensitivity, religious zeal and
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hospltahty of spirit. There came moments when this people made me very bitter. But just as -

was ready to despair, she revealed a face of great humility and love to me.

J had heard a great deal about Russia. And when | arrived, | was ready to fight, | knew my

mission. First translations. Then, ensure donations for VVatopedi. And finally, to do whatever |

could to ignite a spark of hope for my troubled race,

When | arrived in Moscow, | wasted no time. | organised the translation of the Psalter and |

gradually began to classify the riches of the ruler’s deserted library, | may have been

thousands of miles from my Monastery, but | wanted to keep it jn my life. So, | gave no

thought whatsoever to ceremonies and receptions and rejected every secular encounter. It
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did not take long for me to understand the jncredible luxury and cheer of the Palace, where
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the senior clergy always held their position. | gradually came to understand that even the \

receptions in the Holy Monasteries were not lacing in Juxury and jncredible waste. The
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™G Hetadppacng tov WaAtrpa Kat dpxLoa olyd oLyd va Ta§opuw
ToV MAOUTO NG EPNUWHEVNS BLBALOBRKNG TOU nyepova. Mrmopei
va aneixa xAadeg pilia and to Movaotrpt pou, BéAnoa dpwe va
HNV To amoxwpLotw ant’ th {wr pou. Etot, adladopnoa eviedw

saddened me. Each Russian Monastery was a small palace. The property they owned

stretched further than my eye could see. Extensive lands and entire villages fed the

brotherhoods with all sorts of wealth. Worst: | found that the Monasteries were

systematically lending and charging interest.
What filled my soul with the deepgest sorrow was what was happening outside the walls of
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the Monasteries: Unbelievable poverty, absolute ignorance, and the absence of any rule of
honour, morality and spirituality. But where should simple people be buried in body and
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soul? The monks roamed the villages and desolate farmhouses like tax collectors, tyrannising

the jnhabitants. They even puf pressure on the poor priests to give them their meagre living. Deleted: luxiry

But even these unfortunate priests, impoverished and ungrateful, when they performed the Deleted: lazy and ...ncredible waste. | was melancholy when |

rites, gave their monologues from memory of falsified functional texts, without any sense or Deleted: thatthe
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Frequently, the rebellious monk of Florence would come to my mind. He who did not
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Church to silence him. He who had the same end as the Christians in the persecutions. But

did | not | have to consider the wisdom of St. John Chrysostomos? Was not the guiding word

of the Old Testament prophets the same? So often | thought of the brave young men in

Thessaly, who were martyred before my eyes for the Church of Christ. That’s when | saw the ;

temptations of faith coming at me from all around. risk was the same: more deterioration,

That the Church become one with the futility and falsehood of the world.
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J could not be indifferent. Jt is true that it was another purpose that had first brought me

here, but_now | saw clearly that God had His own yeasons.
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