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KepaAawo 1
Chapter 1
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Me Aéve Ma§po. Me Aéyav MixanA. Enoa e oAdkAnpn
{wn mapadopévog oto BEAnpa tou Ogov, Tou ayannoa
Lo TIOAU Kat ard Tov £aUTo pou. OéAnoa va {iow pa
Twr YEUATN vONUa, Vo Tiw TIwG TEPAOA oo TN yn auTh

THE SWAN'’S FEATHER

Monologue

My name is Maximus. They used to call me Michael. | have lived my whole life

Kat ddnoa riow pou éva onuadt. Me 6,TL KatamdotnKa,
€5woa 6An pou tnv Yuxn. Npwrta otn codio twv EAAAvwv
T(POYOVWV LOU KL aG yvwpLoa TLg EAnvikéG pou pileg os
KaLpoug SUokoAoug, 17 POALG XpOVLaL HETA TNV AAwaon TNG
Baot\evouoag. Metd, Eeviteltnka otnv Italia kat
yvwploa og BaBog ta katopbwpata tng Eomepiag.
Iprivopa dpwg katdAafa nwg n Yuxn pou obovoe tn
codia evog kOopou Aou. Kt €tot katéAn§a wg o £oxatog

dedicated to the will of God,whol loved more than myself. | wanted to live a life full of

Twv povaxwv, otn Movr Batonaidiou tou Ayiou Opoug.
MNioteda nwg ket Ba teAetwow tn wr pou. M kArjon

meaning, to say that | passed from this land and left my mark behind. Whatever | was
involved in, | gave my heart and soul. First, in the wisdom of my Greek ancestors,

OHWE, 0OV EKEVN TTOU AKOUOE 0TO Opapd Tou o Mavlog
ano tov Makedova véo, pbe amnd tov Boppd, arnod to
Yévog twv Pwowv. Zitayavin codia tng Pwpaikng

despite the fact thatl found my Greek roots jndifficult times, just 17 years after the fall

napddoong yla va otnpifouv mdvw tng pia véa OpBddoén

of Constantinople. After that, jmmigrated to Italy and immersed myself in the

Autokpatopia. H Eupwrnn dA\ale, o kdopog GAale. Etov
V€O KOO0, N Pwota Ba‘tav n povn eAetBepn OpBO6ogn

achievements of the West. But | quickly yealized that my soul was yearning for the

xwpa. Ma Tt OpBodotia Ba‘tav auth; M'viota OpBdSosn F

wisdom of another world. That’s how | ended up as the last of the monks at the
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Monastery of Vatopedion_on_Mount Athos. | believed that_it was there was going to

finish_my days. But a calling, like the one_Paul heard from the Macedonian boy in his
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vision, came from the North, from the Russian order. They were seeking wisdom from
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the Greek tradition to support a new Orthodox Empire. Europe was changing, people
were changing. In the new world, Russia would be the only free Orthodox country. But
what kind of Orthodoxy would that be? A genuine Orthodox Patristic society or
alienated_one? And so, God found me and my elder mentor worthy to confront with
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our meagre powers the beast of ignorance and the deterioration of the Orthodox faith
and the spiritual life of our Russian brothers, | arrived here bathed in glory, only to end
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being slandered, tortured and sentenced a life in prison. My crime? Only this: That |
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fought for a free and living Church,,

J accept the price_| have to pay. | will pever see my beloved Vatopedi again. The

Russians_earth will soon accept my pain-wracked body. And when | stand before the
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terrible step before Him, | will jnvoke only one thing: that my faith is burns to obey His
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wise will. But | have a hidden hope: that my efforts will not be in vain. Because | did

not fight for my own glory, but for the glory of the great God, who | am sure Joved this

people as well as mine. | will not live to see the future. | am here, in the present, with
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no_friends, no_books, not even ink. They left me with nothing, Only this, a swan’s
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feather, with which | write on the walls of my cell using soot and my own blood for ink,
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Yet even so, His will be done , no matter what. | will pass away, but Orthodoxy, Europe
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and the world will all continue to need what Christ Jeft us, unadulterated and true.

™V ovelpeUTNKA aSO0VAWTN aTT'TOUG OKOTOU G KOL TLG

My beloved Christ, | dreamed of Your Church, unmoved by the purposes and the
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mechanisms_of this world. That is why | struggled, that is why | did not keep silent

when | saw it excusing the sins of the strong and taking for cheap rewards of
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perishable and dishonest riches and a seat at the ruler's table, flattering his

megalomania.

Soon | will stand before You. And if | have no excuse for my perversions, | will tell you
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this: | have been the most sinful Lord, but | have never been a heretic. And did not

does not lose its true flavor, even if the world yots away. Whatever Your lovewant for

me, so be if,

So... Thy will be done.

Amen!
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Suvtopa Ba otaBw evwrov Tou. Ku av Sikatoloyia Sgv
£XW yLa ta Kpipatd pou, éva Ba Tou nw: Yrripéa o o
ApapTWAGG KUpLe, pa atpeTikog Sev umripéa moté. Kat to
OXEGLO 20U YL TOV KOOWO Sev To TiPdSwaoa. Méxpt
TeEheuTala OV AVATIVON QyWVIoTNKA VLo VOl LNV XAOEL N
ExkAnoia Zou tnv aAplpa TG Kot oarnicet o KOopog.0, T
BéAeL Twpa AG KAVEL N ayArn Zou yio péva.

FevnBrtw Aoundv to BAnua cou. 9

Aunv! 9
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