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Chapter 4

IN MY BELOVED VATOPEDI

Monologue

| stayed for. twelve years jn the Italian cities. | met many wise men, many rulers, many

eminent nobles. But no one shook me as much as the monk Savonarola, the witness of the

Renaissance. Yes, he was a Latin monk, but I am sure_that under other circumstances he

could have been one of the most brilliant stars of Orthodox monasticism. He belonged to a

Christian Church which had been deceived and had long since lost the flame of Orthodox

piety. But | could not helped but be impressed by his ascetism, his directness, his courage

and his integrity to the end.

Fvery year that | passed in Italy further confirmed to me , that there was no wisdom superior

to that given by 2 living relationship with Christ. Within that relationship could be found the

answers to all the great and the small "whys" of life. Little by little | realised the futility of

worldly knowledge, and the more | where a life leads to, if it is cut off from faith and piety.

Without fully understanding jt, | concluded that if what | found is true, | must truly act upon

it and live a life consistent with that truth, For was almost half my lifetime - if one can make

such calculations - my soul had been seeking the ultimate. | measured the human forces that

surrounded me jn sin; without God, man is a slave to his passions and temptations. If God,

who cares for the salvation of all men, had not quickly shown me His mercy and had not

granted me His grace by illuminating my mind, | would have long before been lost to the

disrespectful people ] met in Italy. A voice in me was crying:

"All or nothing"

More and more | saw in my dreams the robe of the hanged monk. I still hesitated. Was God

sending me the temptation of vanity? In 1505, | came to a conclusion and | left Italy. The first

stop was my beloved Arta. |t was such a powerful emotional experience! It took me a year
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ITO ATAMHMENO BATONAIAIY

MovoéAoyogi
Awdeka Xpovia Epewva oTLg ITaAkég mOAeLS. Nvwploa
TIoAAOUG 00doUG, TOANOUG NYEUOVEG, TTOANOUG erLdpaveig
guyevelc. Kavévag Opwg 8ev pe 6UYKAOVLOE 600 O LOVaXOG
SaBovapoda, o paptupag thg Avayévvnong. Nat, ftav évag
Aativog povayog, ipat BéBatog Opwe, mwg Ba pnopouos,
uTtd GANEG OUVONKEG, VL AVIKEL OTOUG TLo AaUpoUG
aotépeg Tou OpBOSoLou povaxLopou. AvhKe OE pia
Xplotavikr EkkAnoia, mou eixe mAavnBet kal eixe xdoet anod
Kapo tn dAoya tng OpB6Song evoéPelag. Asv pmopovoa
OUWG VA LNV EVIUTTIWOLOOTW artd TNV 0LOKNTIKOTNTA TOU, TV
£uBUTNTA, TO BAPPOG KAL TNV AKEPALOTNTA TOU HEXPL TO
téhoc. 1
1
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‘Ooo népvayav ta xpovia otny Itahia, téoo Befatwvopouvy
nwg GAAn codia avwtepn amo ekeivn mou Sivel n {wvtavoi
ox€on Ue tov XpLotd Sev umdpyel. Méoa o’ autriv
TiepkAeiovTal OAEG OL AMAVTHOELG OTO HEYAAQ KL TO ULKPG
«yLati» g {wng. Alyo-Alyo cuveldntonolovoa tThv
HOATOLOTNTA TNG YVWONG TOU KOOUOU ToUTou, TOAU 8¢
TIEPLOCOTEPO TOU EPBAEMA O€ TIOLO KOTAVTNKA N {wr) 0dnyel,
Qv QITOKOTIEL Ao TNV TtioTn Kat TV evoéPeta. Xwpig va to
KatoAaBw KOAG-KaAd, KaTéAn§a WG, oV AUTO ToU
Slaniotwoa eivatl ahfBela, Ba pEMEL va T KAVw Ttpagn pe
pia ouvenn Lwn. Huouv oxedov ota pLod tou Blou pou —av
UITOPEL KaVELG VoL KAVEL TETOLOUG UTTOAOYLOMOUG- Kat n Yuxn
pou {ntouoe to andluto. Tig avBpwIveg SUVALELS TLG
pétpnoa otnv apaptio ou pe neptéBole. KatdhaBa: Xwpig
€0, 0 AvBpwog gival £pUaLo Twv Mabwy Kot Twv
Telpaopwy. Ev o Ogd¢ o dpovtilel yla thv owtnpia é}\{T

Formatted [—j

Deleted: As the ]

Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt, Not
Italic, Font color: Auto, Greek

Deleted: years ...ear that | passed in Italy further confirmd
[Formatted: Font: (Default) +Body (Calibri), 11 pt ]

| Deleted: OMo kat neploodtepo éBAena ota dvelpd pou to
pdoo tou Kpepaopévou povayou. Akopn Siotala. Hrav ek
Oe00 A Melpacpog patatodotiag; To 1505 6Aa eiyav péoa|

before | could tear myself away from my ancestors, but jn 1506 | reached my decision. |
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followed my heart and arrived at Mount Athos, From the beginning, Vatopedihad been Deleted: , obeying my heart... From the beginning, | had ﬁ

designated my destination. Jt was not that jt had the richest library, or the greatest number

of monks. | had all these things. For me, what counted was the presence of the former

Ecumenical Patriarch Niphon, who was 2 beloved friend of my family, A Holy man!

He welcomed me, but also warned me of the difficulty of monastic life. | reassured himand 4 peleted: , ... but also warned me of the difficulty of lonely ]

convinced him. And so, | became a monk and was given the name "Maximus". My life

changed. |, the eminent scholar, embarked upon a life at the extreme, |, the student of

| began to deal with the

dissolution of the same will. The learner in the_discussions and symposia, | found myself

practicing the quietness of God. The man accustomed to the comforts of life embraced

abstinence, And when my elder monk asked me to start tours, collecting money for the

Monastery needs, ] accepted the humiliation with joy, free from the bitter glory of men. |

always preached our Orthodox faith openly and without hesitation to the lords, whether

they were enlightened or not by the Grace of the Holy Spirit. In short, wherever, the Fathers

of the Holy Monastery of Vatopedi, sent me, | was enlightened by the Grace of the Holy { Deleted: s and J
Spirit.and preached the pure Orthodox faith, and those who paid according to their ability [ Deleted: , J
set me on the road to return to Mount Athos. [Deleted: ]
And just then, temptation whispered that | was ... someone, | was witness to the martyrdom I :leolzizdl;zvith the right prices and with what their forces

of a young child, a new martyr, who did not hesitate to sacrifice himself in a terrible manner Deletec’l: q

for his faith. Once again, the form of Savonarola presented itself to me and | was led to 3]1

humiliation and self-immolation. 1

Kt ekel tou o melpaopog pou Yibupile mwg eipal...kAmoLog,
aflwbnka va 6w To HapTUPLO EVOG VEOU TIALSLOU, EVOG
VEOUAPTUPQ, TIOV yLa Thv Tiiotn Sev Siotaoe va Buolaotei pe
TPOMO PpxTo. H popdn tou ZaBovapoda BpéOnke AL
UPOoOoTd pou Kat 08nyfRdnka og Tameivwon Kot
avtopepyia. q

Formatted [—j

Deleted: where my ...emptation whispered that | was ... ﬁ

So, time flowed between the inner life and the missions assigned to me by the Fathers. |

believed that that was | would live out the rest of my days, Here, forever here, in blessed

Vatopedi. | was not looking for anything else. But... the Lord’s will was different,
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‘EtoL, KUAOUOE 0 XPOVOG, AVAESA OTNV ECWTEPLKN {wr) KoL
OTLG AmOoTOAEG Ttou ot Matépeg pov avébetav. MNioteua mwg
€10l Ba telelwoel kat o Biog pou. ESw, yia mavta e8w, oto
guloynpévo Batonaibt. Aev yUpeua KETL GAO. OpWG...
GAeg rjTav ot BouAgg tou Kupiou. 1
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